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Syllabus & Exam Pattern
  

IB ACIO Syllabus 2025 and Exam Pattern, Subject Wise Topics for Tier 1 and 2

The IB ACIO Syllabus 2025 is structured to evaluate candidates across analytical, general awareness, and 
communication skills. The IB ACIO Exam is conducted in three tiers i.e. Tier 1 (Objective), Tier 2 (Descriptive), 
and Tier 3 (Interview). Tier 1 includes subjects like Current Affairs, General Studies, Reasoning. Numerical 
Aptitude, and English. Tier 2 focuses on Essay Writing, English Comprehension, and long answer-type questions. 
The descriptive and interview rounds check clarity of thought and personality.

Candidates must understand the complete Intelligence Bureau Recruitment 2025 Syllabus to prepare effectively for 
each stage. Now, this article will discuss the detailed syllabus structure for both Tiers followed by the exam pattern.

IB ACIO Syllabus 2025: Overview

To prepare well for the IB ACIO 2025 Exam, candidates must understand the syllabus and exam pattern in detail. 
The table below provides key highlights of the IB ACIO Syllabus and Exam Pattern 2025.

Parameters Details
Organization Name Intelligence Bureau (IB)
Post Name Assistant Central Intelligence Officer Grade II/Executive
Tier 1 No. of Questions 100 Questions
Tier 1- Total Marks 100 Marks
Tier 2-Total Marks 50 Marks
Type of Questions Tier 1-Objective (MCQ)

Tier 2- Descriptive (Essay, Comprehension)
Subjects Covered (Tier 1) Current Affairs, General Studies, Reasoning, Numerical Aptitude, English
Subjects Covered (Tier 2) Essay Writing. English Comprehension, Long-Answer Type Questions
Negative Marking (Tier 1) Yes, ½ mark deduction for each wrong answer
Selection Process Tier 1 (Objective Test), Tier 2 (Descriptive Test), Tier 3 (Interview)

IB ACIO Selection Process 2025

The selection procedure for IB ACIO 2025 consists of three key stages. The first stage is Tier 1, which is an 
objective-type written test with 100 questions. Candidates who qualify this round will move on to Tier 2, a 
descriptive paper that tests writing and comprehension skills.

To move forward, candidates must score at least 33% marks in Tier 2. The final stage is the Interview (Tier 3), 
where shortlisted candidates are assessed on their personality and suitability for the role. Final selection is based 
on combined performance in all three tiers.

1. Tier 1 (Phase 1): Objective Type Written Exam (100 Marks)

2. Tier 2 (Phase 2): Descriptive Paper

3. Tier 3 (Phase 3): Personal Interview
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IB ACIO Exam Pattern 2025

If you are aiming to secure a position as an Assistant Central Intelligence Officer, it's crucial to understand the IB 
ACIO Exam Pattern 2025. The exam follows a structured selection process designed to assess candidates' 
reasoning, analytical, and communication skills. Knowing the paper format in advance helps you plan your 
preparation effectively. From objective-type questions to a descriptive paper and interview, each stage plays a 
vital role. Let's explore the detailed exam pattern below.

To clear the first stage of the IB ACIO 2025 exam, candidates must understand the structure of Tier I. The 
objective-type paper tests your general awareness, reasoning, math, and English skills.
Section No. of Questions Marks Duration
Current Affairs 20 20

60 Minutes 
General Studies 20 20
Numerical Aptitude 20 20
Reasoning/Logical Aptitude 20 20
English Language 20 20
Total 100 100 1 Hour 

Note: There is negative marking of 1/4 mark for each wrong answer in Tier I.

IB ACIO Tier 2 Exam Pattern 2025

Candidates who clear the Tier I exam will be eligible to appear for Tier II. This stage is descriptive in nature and 
tests writing skills, comprehension, and awareness of current issues.
Section Marks Duration 
Essay Writing 20

60 Minutes 
English Comprehension 10
2 Long Answer Questions (Current 
Affairs / Socio-Political/Economic 
Issues)

20

Total 50 1 Hours

IB ACIO Tier 3 Exam Pattern 2025

Candidates who qualify both Tier I and Tier II will be called for the final round-Tier III, which is a Personal Interview. 
This stage assesses a candidate's personality, communication skills, and overall suitability for the Intelligence 
Bureau.
Stage Mode Maximum Marks Purpose 
Tier III -Interview Face-to-Face 100 Personality Test, Communication, Subject Knowledge

IB ACIO Syllabus 2025

To succeed in the IB ACIO Recruitment 2025 exam, candidates must understand the detailed syllabus for both 
Tier I and Tier II stages. The syllabus covers a wide range of topics from current affairs to descriptive writing and 
comprehension. Knowing what to expect in each tier helps in focused preparation and better time management. 
Below, we've explained the IB ACIO Tier I and Tier II syllabus for easy reference.
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IB ACIO Reasoning Syllabus
The reasoning section of the IB ACIO exam is designed to test a candidate's logical thinking, problem-solving 
skills, and analytical ability. It forms a key part of the Tier I exam and includes a variety of topics that assess both 
verbal and non-verbal reasoning. A strong grasp of reasoning concepts is essential for scoring well in this section.

Name of the subject Syllabus 

Reasoning 

• Seating Arrangement,
• Syllogism,
• Blood Relations,
• Puzzles,
• Inequalities,
• Input-Output,
• Coding-Decoding,
• Data Sufficiency,
• Order and Ranking,
• Alphanumeric Series,
• Distance and Direction,
• Verbal and Non-Verbal Reasoning
• Charts
• Completion of Patterns
• Classifications
• Character Puzzles
• Image Analysis
• Logical Sequence of Words

IB ACIO English Language Syllabus
The English Language section of the IB ACIO exam assesses a candidate's proficiency in grammar, vocabulary, 
and comprehension. It plays a crucial role in both Tier I and Tier II stages of the selection process. Candidates are 
tested on their ability to understand and use the language effectively through various topics such as reading 
comprehension, error spotting, and sentence improvement.

Name of the subject Syllabus 

English 

• Reading Comprehension,
• Cloze Test,
• Detection of Errors,
• Improving Sentences and paragraphs,
• Completion of paragraphs,
• Para jumbling,
• Fill in the blanks,
• Parts of speech,
• Modes of narration,
• Prepositions.
• Voice Change
• Sentence Structure
• Adjectives
• Clauses
• One Word Substitution
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IB ACIO Quantitative Aptitude Syllabus

The Quantitative Aptitude section of the IB ACIO exam evaluates a candidate's numerical ability and problem-
solving skills. This section includes questions from fundamental mathematical topics such as arithmetic, algebra, 
data interpretation, and geometry. A good understanding of basic concepts and regular practice is essential to 
score well in this part of the Tier I exam.

Name of the subject Syllabus 

Quantitative Aptitude

• Number Series
• Data Interpretation
• Simplification
• Quadratic Equations
• Data Sufficiency
• Ratio and Proportion
• Discounts
• Averages
• Mixtures and Alligation
• Percentages
• Profit and Loss
• Partnerships
• Time Work and Distance
• Rate of Interest
• Probability
• Permutation and Combination
• Analytical Geometry
• Calculus
• Differential Equations
• Real Analysis
• Statistics
• Dynamics
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IB ACIO General Awareness Syllabus

The General Awareness section of the IB ACIO exam is designed to test a candidate's knowledge of current 
events, important national and international affairs, and static general knowledge. It covers a wide range of topics 
including history, geography, economy, science, and polity. Staying updated with daily news and regular revision 
of static topics is key to scoring well in this section.

Name of the subject Syllabus 
General Awareness • Current Affairs and Static G.K.

• Banking Awareness
• International and National Awareness
• Countries, Currencies and Capitals
• Books, Authors and Awards
• Headquarters of Important Organizations
• Prime Minister Schemes
• Government Policies
• Important Dates and Events
• Economics and finance
• History and Politics
• Physics, Biology

IB ACIO GS Syllabus

The General Studies (GS) section of the IB ACIO exam focuses on evaluating a candidate's understanding of 
subjects like history, polity, geography, economics, and general science. This section is part of the Tier I exam and 
plays an important role in overall scoring. A well-rounded preparation across these subjects is essential to perform 
effectively in this portion of the test.

Name of the subject Syllabus 
General Science Indian history

geography

politics

economics and finance

computers

science and technology

physics

chemistry

Biology

IB ACIO Syllabus for Tier II

The Tier II exam of IB ACIO is a descriptive paper aimed at testing a candidate's writing skills and clarity of 
expression. It includes essay writing, precis writing, and comprehension passages. This stage is crucial for 
evaluating how well candidates can present their thoughts in a structured and coherent manner, which is essential 
for the role of an intelligence officer.

https://khanglobalstudies.com/
https://khanglobalstudies.com/


06SYLLABUS AND EXAM PATTERN OF IB ACIO

www.khanglobalstudies.comwww.khanglobalstudies.com

Name of the subject Syllabus 

Essay  

• Security Threats of India
• Cultural Diversity of the Country
• Emergency Trends
• Miscellaneous

Candidates must practice the basics of grammar and composition, and precis writing to enhance their vocab.

IB ACIO 2025 Final Merit List Criteria

The IB ACIO 2025 selection process involves multiple stages, including Tier-I, Tier-II, and Tier-III (Interview). Each 
stage has specific qualifying criteria, cut-offs, and shortlisting ratios. The final selection is based on the combined 
performance across all tiers, subject to verification and medical fitness.

Stage Details 
Tier-I Exam Objective type exam held in 5 cities chosen by candidate. "Mark for Review" answers not 

evaluated.
Tier-1 Cut-Off UR: 35, OBC: 34, SC/ST: 33, EWS: 35. Ex-servicemen will be considered in their respective 

categories.
Shortlisting for Tier-
II

Based on normalized Tier-I scores; 10 times the number of vacancies will be shortlisted, 
subject to meeting minimum cut-off.

Tier-II Exam Descriptive paper; candidates must score at least 33% (17 out of 50 marks) to be 
considered for Tier-III.

Shortlisting for Tier-
III

Candidates shortlisted at 5 times the number of vacancies based on combined Tier-I and 
Tier-II performance.

Final Merit List Prepared based on combined marks of Tier-I, Tier-II, and Tier-III (Interview).
Post Selection 
Steps

Includes Character & Antecedent Verification, followed by Medical Examination.

Appointment Type Initially temporary. Permanent appointment depends on future government rules.
Instructions Candidates must follow all exam guidelines mentioned in admit cards. Any violation may 

result in cancellation of candidature.
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IB ACIO Chapter-Wise Weightage

To help you prepare smarter, we've shared the IB ACIO Chapter-Wise Weightage 2024 below. These tables 
highlight the most important topics based on previous year trends. Focus more on high-weightage chapters to 
boost your score in less time.
Subject Chapter Question (Per shift)

Current Affairs 20

Government Policies and Schemes 3-4
National Affairs 2-3
Science and Technology 1-2
Sports 1-2
Indexes and Reports 1-2
Awards and Honours 1-2
Defence 1-2
States Affairs 1-1
Summits and Conferences 1-1
Appointments and Resignations 0-1
Art and Culture 0-1
Environment 0-1
International Affairs 0-1
Business and Economy 0-1
Days and Events 0-1
Agreements and MoUs 0-1

National Organisations 

LOGICAL REASONING (20)

Series 3-3
Analogy 2-3
Non-Verbal Reasoning 1-2
Puzzle 1-2
Classification 1-2
Syllogism 1-2
Assertions and Reasons 1-2
Seating Arrangement 1-1
Ordering and Ranking 1-1
Data Sufficiency 1-1
Coding Decoding 1-1
Alphabet or Word Test 1-1
Statements and Conclusions 0-1
Venn Diagram 0-1
Statements and Arguments 0-1
Course of Action 0-1

Clock and calendar 

0-1
GENERAL

KNOWLEDGE

(20)

Polity 4-5

Indian Geography 3-3
Economy 3-3
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Ancient History 2-3
Medieval History 2-3
Art and Culture 1-2
Modern India (National Movement) 0-1
Geography (World Geography) 0-1
Government Policies and Schemes 0-1
Modern India (Pre-Congress Phase) 0-1
Ecology and Environment 0-1
Books and Authors 0-1

QUANTITATIVE APTITUDE (20)

Profit and Loss 3-4
Ratio and Proportion 2-3
Speed, Time and Distance 2-2
Interest 1-2
Percentage 1-2
Number System 1-2
Algebra 1-2
Average 1-2
Mixture Problems 1-1
Time and Work 1-1
Simplification 0-1
Progression 0-1
Problem on Age 0-1

Mensuration 0-1 

ENGLISH (20)

Synonyms or Antonyms 4-5
Phrase or Idiom Meaning 3-4
Match the Following 2-3
Sentence 2-2
Error Spotting 1-2
Sentence Jumbles 1-2
Fill in the Blanks 1-2
Odd Man Out 1-2
Cloze Test 0-1
Para Jumbles 0-1
One Word Substitution 0-1
Parts of Speech 0-1

This was all about the IB ACIO Grade II syllabus and Exam Pattern. 
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